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lished the edited version ATIEHT T ETA FHET T FAICHT GHR AT

of the annuai press con-
ference by the President
of the Russian Federa-
tign Mr. Viadimir Putin in
Moscow on 17 December
2018,

As the establishment of
the diplomatic relations
between Nepal and Rus-
sian Federation is going 1o
be marked B0th year soon,
this. publication would be
of interest of all
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President of Russia Viadimir Putin: Friends and
colleagues,

Ng meat al the end of the year. Only recently
I msde iy ress [to the Federal Assembly]. Honestly
gpeaking, | do not know what else to add
then, | bslm | covered all the key points.

Nevertheless, there must be issues, which you want
usloduriy nluyualam_ referring to my

and the
Gouenm\enl Cabmel and mysell.

o what | said

Therefore, | suggest that we skip any lengthy
monalogues and get nght down 1o your questions so as
not to waste time.,

| saw the “Turkey™ poster. Please go ahead with your
‘question and you too.

Yelena Teslova: Yelena Teslova with the Anadolu
news agency. | have a question. | would like to start off
with the fact that in your Address to the Federal Assembly,
you said that we should not put the Turkish peaple and
the part of the Turkish elite that is directly responsible for
the death of our military personnel in Syria on the same

ptane ©On a day- however, the impression is

mewhat different. Complaints are coming to the Turkish
emhn In Moscow from students y have been
axpelled and from business people are

0 say
about 1o be deported. What is to be done about this’

The second question concerns Syria. The Dumun on
the fate of the Syrian mavdent is well-known. Russia
it should be decided by the n people while the Unnlod
States and its allies insist that he has no political fulure.
Did address the issue with John Kerry during his visit
scow? Will this issue be raised in New York? Thank

\"Idl’l’llr Putin: And your question please.

Fuad Safarov: Mr President, Fuad Safarov with the
Turkish news agency Cihan.

The rapid deterioration of relations between Russia
and Turkey benefita neither side. What is more, this has
only harmed both sides. Do you believe there is a third
party in this scenario?

The second question, if you allow me. An Islamic
anti-I51$ coalition was established recently, but we know
that there is also the NATO-led coalition and the Russian-
Syrian coalition. It turns out that there are three coalitions
a;amsl 1515 Is it really so difficult to deal with this evil?

a;-be there are some other goals and some other plans
here? Maybe it is not ISIS that is the problem? Thank
you.

Viadimir Putin: Okay, | will talk abaut Syria in the and.
Now, regarding the wnﬂlct that has flared up. We believe
that the actions of auﬂmrﬂm{m relation low
warplane, which they shol down) are not

Moscow, December 17, 2015

in one place, Unbelievable.

Whether there is a third party invelved is anyone's
guess, but a scenario whareby 1hese moves were naver
agleed wllhmzu one is quite likely. However, loday, Ihe

s are taki qullp a lot of heat =

durwry though — for islamising their country. | am ml
swmq ifitis b:d or good, but | admit that the current
E hadmhmdewedbole;tﬂnmmrwand
uropeans know — yes, we are islamising our coun
lbut we are modern and civilised Islamists. Just keep nr?:n
mind, we are Islamists, but we are on your side, we are
your Islamists.

There may be such an overtone, but nothi
came out of what happened. The goals. even if Turkey
had any. not only were not achieved. but, on the contrary,
only exacerbated the situation.

We have leamed from experience that it is hard or
almost impossible to reach common ground with the
current Turkish leadership. Even when we tell them “yes,
we agree,” they are trying to outflank or stab us in the back
for absolutely no geod reason.

Consequently, | do not see any prospects for improving
refations with the Turkish leaders in terms of state-to-
state relations, while mmmnmg complelely open fo
humanitarian cooperation. However, aven this area is not
without issues. | think that Turkish leaders have actually
g‘one beyond their own expectations. Russia is forced

need fo act in their place. And the sooner this happens,
the batter for evaryons.

Dmitry Peskov: Mr Brilyov, do you have anything to

Sergei Brilyov: Thank you. Yes, | want to add to what
my Turkish colleagues and Anton [Viernitsky] have said.

Mr President, first | would like to ask if the Turkish ship
has sailed. Can President Erdogan do anything to reverse
the situation? And second, we do not have to be more
Syrian than S;nans themsatves, but since Turkey's actions.
have forced Russia to increase its contingent at Latakia,

we should keep that base to ensure stability in
Syna and the rest of the Eastern Mediterranean?

Viadimir Putin: | do not want to answer for other
pecple and the leaders of other countries. If they believe it
possible and nacessary to do somathing. let tham do so.
We do not see any change so far. So why should | speak
about it now? That is my answer to the first question.

As for the second question, about the base, ommm
differ, you know. Some in Europe and the US
repeatedly said that our interests would be respected, and
that our [military] base can remain there if we want it to.
But | do not know if we need a base there. A military base
implies iderable inf ture and i ‘

After all, what we have there today is our planes
medules, which serve as a cafeteria and

and other for
nampl- in tourism.

You know, the creeping islamisation that would have
made Ataturk turn cver in his own grave, affects Russia,
We know that there are fighters [run the North Caucasus
on Turkish soil. We have told our pariners time and again:
“We do not do such things with respect to Turkey.” But
these fighters are still there, they receive treatment and

icn, Thuybonaﬁfmmmﬁulravula’lawnls
and are able to enter Russian terilory using Turkish
passparts and disappear, while we have to go after them in
the Caucasus of in our million plus cities. For this reason,
we will certainly have to do it along with a number of other
initiatives to ensure our national security.

Anton Vernitsky: Anton Vemitsky, Channel One.

Viadimir Putin: Iam sorry, | forgol, but | wrote down
your question. Again, | am sory, Anton

The fate of the Syrian president. | have said it many
times, and | would like to repeal it: We will never agrea with
the klea of a third party, whoever it is, imposing its opinion
about who governs who. This is beyond any common
sense and international law. Of course, we descussed it
with US Secretary of State Kerry. OUr opinion remains
the same, and this is cur principled approach, We believe
that only Syrians can choose their Iaanurs. establish their
government standards and rules.

an
a hostile act. They shot down a warplane and our peopla
were killed

What outraged us so much? If it was an mm
later, the Turkish

I will say very & PEw.
We support the initiative of the United States, including
with respoct to the UN Security Council draft resclution
on Syria. The Secretary of State's visit mainly focused on

this We y agres with it_ | think Syrian

as we heard
net even know it was a Russnnn plane... What is usuallyI
done in such cases? After all, people were killed. They
immediately make a phone call and straighten things out
Instead, they immediately ran to Brussels, shouting:“Help.

we have been hurt” Whe is Ilurlmg you? Did we touch
a hera? No. They started themselves
with N TD Deoes NATO need m.s‘? As turned out,
apparently it does not.

‘What is the most important thing for us? | want you to
understand this. | want our pacple to hear this and | want
Turkey to hear this as well. Apart from the tragedy, the fact
that our people were killed, what has upset us so much,
do you know? You know, we did not refuse to cooperate.
‘When | was last in Antalya | had contact with Turkey's
entire leadership. Qur Turkish colleagues raised very
sensitive issues and asked for support. Even though our
relations have soured now (| will not say what the issue
was — this is not my style), but believe me, they raised
issues with us that are very sensitive and that do not fit
into the contesd of international law when we consider the
decisions proposed by the Turkish side.

“You will be surprised, butwe said, *Yes, we understand,
and wa are willing 1o help.” You see. | had nol heard
aboul the Turkomans (Syrian Turks) before. | knew that
Turkmen - our Turkmen - lived in Turkmenistan, and so
| was confused... Nobody told us about them. But after
we our L] on the issues
that are sensitive to Turkey, why did not they phone us
via the cooperation channeis between our militaries to say
that during our discussions we overlooked a cerlain
of the border where Turkey has vested interests.
could have expressed thair contams or asked us not to
hit certain areas. But nobody said anything.

As | said, we were willing to cooperate with Turkey
sensitive issues. So did ¢l do it? Tell ma,
why‘)?fldhal have they accomplished? Did they think we
would just pack up and go7? They could not have thought
that of m Russia is no! that kind of country. We have
the numbar of
warplanes [m Syria). We d.d net have air defence systems
re, but after thal we dispatched $-400 systems to lhe
Wbaro also adjusting the Syrian air defence syste
am have serviced the h hly effective Buk Iems lnal
we had sent them before. ish planes used to fly the
all the time, violating Syrian air space. Let them try it now.
Why did they do it?

You asked if there is a third invalved. | see what
you mean, We do not know, but if someone in Turkish
leadership has dacided to nmwn nosa the Amaricans,
| am not sure if they did the ngm thing. First, | do not
know if the US needed this. | ca m?-\e that cerain
agreements were reached at some level that they would
down a Russian plane, while the US closes its ayes to
Turkish troops entering Iraq, and occupying it. | do nat
know if there was such an exchange. We do not know. But
whatever hapy , they have put everyone in a bind_ In
ini have iooked at the situation and everything
that has happened and is happening there — it appears
that ISIS is losing priority. | will share my impressions with
Yo

they invaded Iraq and desin
mumry for go:gun( bad is beside the paint). ‘#\e

set in. Then, elements tied to the ol trading amargod
This mtuallon has been building up oue« the years. It is a

on an
neaded a mmlm force to protect

b IOI raiions s nd illegal I be
i rations & al exponts, It is great o
bleugwg pt Isllamu: 'au::nl:gnd slogans ||:|I lhgan effect in

order to attract cannon fodder. Instead, the recruits are
interesls.
‘I'heqr started urging penple to join this movement. | think
that is how I51S came about. Next, they needed to protect
delivery routes. We began altadung their convoys. Now,
we can see that they are splitting up with five, six, ten,
fifteen trucks hitting the roads after dark. However, another
flow, the bulk of the truck fleat, is headed for Iraq, and
across Iraq through Iraqi Kurdistan, In one place there — |
will ask the Defence Ministry to show this picture - we
spotted 11,000 oil trucks. Just think of it— 11.4 oil trucks

officials will agree with the draft. too. There may be
something that somebody does not like. But in an attempt
to resohve this bloody conflict of many years, there is
always room for compromise on aither sida. We babeve it
is a generally acceptable proposal, although there could
be improvemants.

As | have said before, this is an initiative of the United
States and President Obama, This means that both the
US and Europe are highly concerned with the current
situation in the Middle East, Yemen, Syria and Irag, We
will do what we can to help settle the crisis and will aim 1o
satisfy all parhes with our soluliens, however complicated
the situation.

But first, it is necessary to work together on a
constitution and a procedure to oversee possible future
elections, It mustbe a
trusts. Based on these democratic procedures, Syria will
decide which form of government is the most suitable and
who will lead the country.

Anton Vernitsky: Back to the Syria issue. Mr Putin,
do we have a clear-cut plan on Syria or we are acting
nmpmrf’ | mean, Turkey shot down our plane and

d our military in Syria.
Whan will our miltary operation end? What will you
regard as the end point of our military operation in Syrian
airspace?

Do you believe that the intra-Syrian conflict can, after
all, be switched to a political track? Though you already
talked about it, is it possible?

utin: | was tryi this just now. W
think that, A, it is le; n&’ B. we believe that there is
no ether way to resclve the situation. This will have to be
done in any case sooner or later, and better sooner than
later because there will be fewer casualties and losses,

the United States - SIS has made its way into the US. US
law enforcement has ackn that it was a terrorist
attack committed by 1SIS, 5o it is a threat to everyone. And
the sooner we do it, resolve this, the batter.

Let me repeat, there is no solution to this problem
excepla one. Do we have a plan? Yes, we do, and
| just spelled it out. In its kw aspects, strange as it may

with the

dormitonies We can pack up in a matter of two days, get
everything aboard Antei transport planes and go home,
Maintaining a base is differant.

Some bebeve, Incleding In Russia, thal we must
have a base there. | am not so sure. Why? My European
colleagues told me that | am probably nurturing such
asked why, and they said: so that you can control
things there. Why would we want to control things there?
This is a major question.

Vladimir Putin
President of Russia

W showed that we in fact did not have any medium-
missiles, We dest m all, se all we

had were ground-based medium-range missiles. The
Amencans have destroyed their Pershing ground-based
medium-range missiles as well. However, they have kept
their sea- and aircraft-based Tomahawks. We did net
have such missiles, but now we do - a 1,500-kilometre-
range Kabbr sea-based missile and aircraft-carmied Kh-
101 missile with a 4, 500-kilometre range.

S0 why would we need a base thera? Should we need
1o reach somebody, we can do 5o without a base.

Dmitry Peskov: Colleagues, lel's be respectful of

each other and ask one question at a time, OK? So that

'%nm can get the chance to ask a question. Terekhov,
please go ahead,

Viadimir Putin: S
republic. I'm never tired

here’s Ukraine, our sister
sa)ﬂns it over and over again,

Please go ahea:
Dmitry Peskov: Microphone to the first row, please.
RomanTsimbalyuk: Thank you for the unity

1o ask a question, even though we are notl
Ukrainians,

Viadimir Putin: | can see that, yes.

Roman Tsimbalyuk: Mr Putin, as a follow-up 1o
B:ur nllegamns 1hal re are no Russian servicemen in

and
Third Bngade the city of Togliatti, send their regards 1o
you.

urks, but

Are you going to exchange Ihem for _Sentsov,

S0u wision,
the United States: cooperative work on the constitution,
creating mechanisms to control future early elections,
holding the elections and recognising the results based
on this political process.

Of course, it is a complicaled objective and of course
there are various mutual grievances: some do not like this
group and others do not like that group, some want to
work with the Syrian Government and others refuse do so

But what is is that all
parties make an effort to meet each other halfway.

Anton Vernitsky: And the military speration?

Viadimir Putin: What about the military operation?
We said a long time ago that we will carry cut air strikes
to provide support for offensive operations by the Syrian
army. And that is what we have been doing while the
Syrian army conducts their oparations.

By the way, | have mnll&ulﬂ publicly - the idea
was proposed by Franceis Hollande - that we should try
to pool the forces of the Syrian army and at least part of
the armed opposition in the fight against 1515, We have
succeeded in working towards this goal, even if partly.

At the least, we have found commaon ground with
these people. This part of the Syrian oppesilion, these
imeconcilable and armed people want 1o fight against
ISIS and are actually deing so. We are supporting their
fight agumsl 1515 by :lelmmng air sirikes, just as we are
doing 1o support the Syrian army. When we see that the
process of rapprochement has nequn and the Syrian amy
and Syrian authorities believe that the time has come

. this is when we will stop
yrian than Syrians themselves. We do not

Kiykh? And the
list goes on.

One more_question, if | may, just to continue my
first question: The Minsk Agreements are coming to an
end, and none of lhe parties have ooﬂl ed with their

provisions. at should we expect from you come
January 1?7 Are you going to laundl an oﬂ'enewe again,
come up with some tiation ideas. or maybe forget
about Ugrame for a while? Thank you,

Viadimir Putin: Regur:ing exchanges, We've never
said there are no people there who deal with certain
mattars, including in the military area, but this doas not
mean that regular Russian troops are present there. Feel
the difference. This is the first point.

Second, you mentioned two or three people you
propose urJung- and then offered a long list of persons
1o exchange them for. First of all. the exchange should be

equitable. Second, we should discuss ng calmly
with cur colleagues, talk and propose whal we have
always insisted on and what the Ukrainian President has
proposed. People who are being held on one side and
those held on the cther should be released, This applies
above all to people from Donbass, southeastemn Ukraine,
and Ukrainian servicemen who were detained in these
tedritories. However, the exchange should proceed on an
equitable basis,

What am | talking about? If's no secrel thal the
Ukrainian authorities regard all those detained and held
in Donbass as people are subject to exchange while

and therefore outside the scope of this exchange. People
in Donbass don't agree with this. This should be treated
fairly and it should be said: Let's exchange all for all. as

President Vladimir Putin’s Annual News Conference

President F i we'll
exchange these but not those. Tms is me fine to take nafa
and we suj it. We have a lot of disagreements with

the Ukrainian autherities but here we have a commeon
position.

Now regarding January 1. On January 1, regrettably
for us, we predict a deterioration in our economic elauons
because we had to make the decision that from Janua,
we will no langer treat Ukraine as a member of the CIS. ma
trade zone, ers have pro a e net
fo expel Ukraine from the free trade zone and not to strip it

farences in trade with Russia in the hope that we will
negotiate in a tripartite format - Russia-EU-Ukraine - for
a year and make cerain changes in various formals, so
that if the EU association agreement itself is not changed,
we will i certain through
protocols 1o address our concems and guarantee our
economic interesis, In the pericd before July, we
asked a hundred times for a tripartite meeting.
was established in July, you see? The result was
practically zero.

Only recently. | met with the German Chancellor and
President of the European Commission in Paris. We
received a document. | will use this chance of speaking
1o such a sizeable audience and explain the
shortly. Wa've tried 1o maintain good economic relations
with Ukraine. since Ukraine is of the free trade
area which offers mutual preferences and zero rates. In
its economic relations with Russia and the CIS, Ukraine
has used standards, lechnical MWI&IKI‘\B and customs

rules which we inherited from the past and which we
are gradually changing together. Ukraine is unilaterally
withdrawing from this system and joining the Eurbocan
standards. Those, for example, state that all the
in the Ukrainian market must comply with EU b mcal
standards and regulations. But see, our products dont
comply with them yet

Does this mean Ukraine has to keep our goods from
its market? Okay, they heard us. Now Ukraine is officially
allowed 1o keep both compliant and nmwomnllanl
products in ﬂ\el market. It's not an obligation but a
Whether it uses it or not, we don't know. They have
right to establish a subcommission ta decide, but again, it
is not an obligation. However, Russia is Was'ly required
to maintain all preferances in place. No, it doesn't work
that way.

Moreover, one doesn’t have 10 be an expen lo see that
Russia is required to bring CIS customs regulations into
compliance with EU standards.

In Paris, | told them: this doesn't make any sense. The
three of us (Russia, Belarus and Kazakhstan) have argued
for yaars about thase customs duties. And you want us to
change the CIS customs mgumwns]uslbecam Ukraine
entered into this agreement with the EL. This is not a fair
requirement. It will take years to accomplish

Also, it was stated that we must mhr with EU
sanitary requirements. Ukraine is willing to do so but
discussed

it with us. It is exp!ew'; written that
Russia has agreed to com, when? We may be
in favour of the idea but it will mm How can you net
understand that it takes time and mo Tens, maybe
hundreds of billions of dollars, We need time too.

By the way, they teid me in Paris, “But our standards
are better and maybe you had better switch to those
standards.” Well, it is true, and we want to, but we need
money - we need investments. And we stil have our
access (o extemal financing blocked, You understand that
it is imy ible, | said, so did you write all this? They
said, "But wa hava not raad this yal.” Look, you have not
even read it. but you sent us this official paper. Should we
agres with it?

Now, about what we will do. We are not going to
impose any sanctions on Ukraine — | want this to be heard,
We are just switching to a most-favoured-nation treatment
in trade. Which means conditions for Ukraine will not be
any worse than those for our other foreign pariners. But of
course, Russia will grani no more privileges or preferences
to Ukraine from January 1, 2016.

What will this mean in practice? In practice, it mea

that the zero tariffs in trade between Russia and I.lkr:lne
will change to the weighted average tariff of & percent.
Various rates will range from 3 to 8 or 10 percent. But
this is not our cholce. We have fought for this not to
happen. But did not want o listen to us. They did so
unilaterally and in the style | just described to you. But we
have to work in the conditions we have.

Now, about launching offensives. llell you lr\inldy :ha‘|
we are nof interested in exaoelball the conflict. On
contrary, we are interested in msohnng this mnllnn as
seon as possible, bul not bz'waj of physical annihilation
of people in southeastern Ukraine, By the way, take a look
at the results of the municipal elections and see the
pattern in the area. In nearly all the regions - nine or ten,
| think — the opposition bloc came first or second. Even in
those territories of Donbass and the Lugansk Region that
are controlled by the Ukrainian authorities more than 43
percent voted for the Don't the Kiev

see this? Are lhey 80 (ahldant !.o take into mounl the

7 We very
much hope that we will have an open honest dualogue

Mow about the Minsk Agreaments. We ha\ne hsard
it @ hundred times that Russia must compl
Minsk Agreements. énd this is what we wa
at their st — o
the Constitution and coordinate them with Donbass an
a permanent basis. Has this been done? Transitional
provisions were amended, it seems. And what are
|hosa amendments? The law on the special status

lesloolc

?‘nnbo the - On a
DBrrnanem basis?" | ask all <ol ues. They all sa
“Yes, parmanent.” | say, nw km that H\l:’luw hsvs
only been adupbad I'n( H|rle ls" A\,nar has already
“Is that true,

passed.” They all say, Realw
Mr Poreshenko? He answers, 'Yes This is almest a
direct quota.

Everybody says, “You know, he should do it on a
permanent basis.” | say, “He sheuld, nobady is stopping
him.”

MNow the law on the special status. Has the Rada
passed this law? Yes, it has. Under the Minsk Agreements,
it should be “implemented within 30 days by having the
Rada adopt a resolution to this effect.” Have they adopted
the resclution? Yes. But how? They added an article, |
think number 10, to the law, which stipulates that it can
only be implemented after elections, which means more
delays. | told them, “Listen, it says here thal the law must
be implemented.” "Ne, it does not. It says: the Rada must
pass a resolution. We have done it. That is it” But this is
a manipulation,

If we really want to resolve the problem, let's
this. let's work together, And we are willing to influence
paople in the southeast of the country and persuade them
to accept a compromise. We are willing and we want it to
happen, but we nead our partners in 1o be willing as
wedl,

Thank you so much, Let's call it a day, Thank you,
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..1 Company/F

PPMO's web site waw,
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Office Code no. : 57-204-01
Bank Code no: 11001070

Office Account No, ©
Rajaswa Shirsak No, : 14227

warking days shall be considered as the last
*  Bid mmover and experience requirements
= Aversge anoual tumaver of the last thre

Rukum District Court, Rukism.
Tel ; 088 530 095
3
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Date of first Publication
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: at least 4y

VAT ||l,|-.|r.|l|n|| certif

»  Information to deposit the cost of bidding document in Bank :
Name of the Bank : Nepal Bank Uimited, Rukum
Name of Office : Treasury Contraller Office, Rukum
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*  Any intimidation, collusion and carelling during bidding process shall be punishable by law.
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